
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF APRIL 19, 2021 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of April 19, 2021 meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  
The meeting was held via ZOOM.  The announcement of Public Meetings was read by 
the Administrator. In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and Borough 
Clerk.  
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments 
were made, nor questions asked at this time. 
 
The first items discussed were the various requests for use of public property. 
1. Pedego Haddonfield – The Administrator updated the Commissioner on a meeting 

held between the local owners, herself and the Clerk to review the specific concerns 
raised by the Commissioners at their last work session.  The RV belongs to the owners 
of the national company and they bring it around to each new store when it has 
opened.  This RV has the company logo and name on the side and they like to park 
it at the new location for advertising purposes only; no one would be entering the RV.  
As for the use of the back parking lot, they are asking for 8-10 spaces in the parking 
lot to have 406 tables, six feet apart and one food truck and the local owner will be  
playing acoustic music.  She recommended to the Commissioners to approve the 
request, to which the Commissioners agreed. 

2. Barre3 – they would like to hold another morning yoga class in Kings Court on either 
May 8th or May 16th.  They have confirmed that this will not conflict with the Farmer’s 
Market.  Per the layout they provided in 2020 they believe that they can increase the 
attendance to 30-35 people and still maintain a 6-foot distance with everyone.  This 
event would be in partnership with Sole Active to celebrate the store’s 4th anniversary 
in May.  The Commissioners agreed to the request. 

3. Lupus Foundation of America – they would like to partner with Groovy Smoovies to 
hold a Walk to End Lupus Fundraiser from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on May 15, 2021.  
There is no actual walking involved in the fundraiser, they are just collection donations 
and providing information at a table outside the store.  It is the goal of the store to 
raise awareness and collect donations for the cause. 

4. Earth Day – The Environmental Commission/Sustainable Haddonfield would like to use 
Kings Court to have a table or two to pass out information as well as possibly have a 
couple of local business feature their “green” practices.  The Commissioners agreed 
to the request. 

5. Haddonfield Theater Arts – this group has come back to ask if three Haddonfield 
businesses, Sparrow’s Snack, Beast of the Street, and TAL 32 Bakery, be allowed to set 
up to provide food for their event on June 19th.  They would set up in the parking lot 
for the concession stand.  After a brief discussion Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
indicated that she would like to know how many participants they are anticipating, 
and what the plan is for people eating and drinking.  The Commissioners agreed to 
hold off making a decision at this point. 

 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that both the Mabel Kay Senior Center 
Director and members of the 65 Club are asking permission use their outside spaces at 
their locations.  She noted that as long as activities were such to keep residents 6-feet 



apart and everyone wear masks, this should comply with state requirements.  It was also 
noted that both facilities are anxious to use their indoor space and are requesting this be 
allowed if proof of vaccination is permitted.  The Borough Solicitor advised that the 
Borough is allowed to require this proof in order for entrance into an activity.  The 
Administrator cautioned that we would also need to maintain a list of those who 
attended the activities for contact tracing purposes.  The Commissioners agreed to the 
outdoor space use requests.  The indoor use of the Mabel Kay facility for the art class that 
is held there was then discussed.  The Commissioner agreed to the use as long a proper 
social distancing could be maintained, masks are worn and that everyone who comes 
inside showed proof of vaccination.  The Commissioners then agreed to require the same 
restrictions for the 65 Club, but only authorized meetings and not events such as card 
playing at this time. 
 
The Commissioners then reviewed the open space tax rate for 2021.  The Administrator 
reminded the Commissioners that this could be set for either ½ or one cent.  Mayor 
Rochford suggested going up to the 1 cent increase since we have depleted this fund 
and feels that residents are more interested in utilizing this fund.  He stated that this is an 
investment for the future and that it would pay off down road.  Commissioner Bianco 
Bezich stated that she was fine with  raising the rate to 1 cent.  Commissioner Kasko stated 
that he was not as enthusiastic about such an increase at this time, although he does 
understand the interest to do so.  He pointed out that there is already a slight increase in 
the budget.  He felt that the new board could be the ones to make this decision.  The 
Commissioners then discussed the impact of what the increase would be per household 
– from the current $28 per household to roughly $55.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted 
that this money would go directly into the Open Space Fund and cannot be re-directed.  
After discussing the various requests that have been received regarding this fund, the 
Administrator reviewed the various uses that are authorized by the Borough’s Code for 
this money.  She noted that the Borough will be utilizing all of the funds through 2020 for 
the land swap deal with the Board of Education.  The Commissioners agreed to discuss 
this again at a future date. 
 
The Commissioners then discussed the potential for a medical marijuana store to move 
in on Kings Highway across from the Borough Hall.  The Administrator reviewed the 
locations were such a store is authorized to be located.  Discussions were held regarding 
the location, as well as their proximity to schools, churches and day care facilities.  
Concerns about whether or not a medical marijuana location would be authorized to 
be changed into a recreational sales store once those regulations have been finalized 
at the State were discussed.  The Police Chief advised that he had reached out to 
confirm whether or not recreational sales stores could be located within 1,000 of schools 
and day care facilities, but he is still waiting to get an answer.  He noted that if this is the 
case, then it will eliminate practically all of the potential locations within town.  The 
Borough Solicitor reviewed the deadline for municipalities to set limits on these types of 
stores by ordinance.  Mayor Rochford stated that he wanted to make sure that the 
Borough had as much control as possible in this issue.  The Commissioners agreed that 
they would not be making any decision at this time. 
 



The April 27, 2021 Commissioner Meeting agenda was reviewed.  Other than removing 
the open space tax resolution, and adding a stormwater re-bid resolution, no other 
changes were made. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich provided an update from the Partnership for Haddonfield, 
LLC (PfH) stating that the recent Girls’ Day Out event was a success.  Their Board will be 
meeting on May 19, 2021 where they will be discussing their budget, as well as continuing 
to rework the employment job descriptions.  She noted that she has been pushing to 
have a PfH employee to be out on the street cleaning up when necessary and dealing 
with trach collection issues; a Clean and Green Ambassador.  She also noted that 
Haddonfield is one of the only towns where the Business Improvement District does not 
pay for trash collection.  Commissioner Kasko stated that this would only be needed for 
Saturday evenings and Sundays, which are the only times/days there is no trash 
collection.  He then asked who was currently handling any of the recruiter inquiries.  The 
Administrator replied that she, the Clerk, the Community Development Director and 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich are dealing with everything at this time. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed the 2021 Capital Budget and asked the Commissioners 
if they were good with introducing the bond ordinance at the April 27th meeting.  
Commissioner Kasko agreed to introduce the ordinance, as long as this keeps the 
Haddon Avenue plan out of the bond.  The Commissioners agreed with that request and 
agreed to add the ordinance to the April 27th meeting agenda. 
 
The Administrator asked Commissioner Kasko to follow up with the police chief regarding 
the fencing at Lullworth Hall. 
 
At 7:40 p.m. Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss board 
vacancies, as well as the Bancroft Redevelopment Plan Amendment Public Hearing 
ordered by the Courts.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the Commissioner Bianco 
Bezich and approved unanimously.   
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:20 p.m. 
 
The Commissioners then briefly comments on the issues causing PJ Ward to have to go 
before the Shade Tree Commission (STC) the following morning. 
 
The meeting was then adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 


